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More than a century after its founding, families continue to  
rely on The Children’s Institute for the unique services provided 
to children and young people with special needs. We have 
responded, decade after decade, with innovative programs that 
foster healing, growth and independence in the vulnerable 
population entrusted to our care. 

The world has changed significantly in the past 100 years. 
Horse-drawn carriages have been replaced with cars and buses, 
and the streets surrounding our Squirrel Hill facility are now 
busy, bustling commercial thoroughfares. The one thing that 
has not changed, and never will, is the personalized care and 
services, and the focus on the needs of  children that is delivered 
every day at The Children’s Institute.

As medical and social advances transform lives and nourish 
hope, our firm commitment to children and families will  
be demonstrated through our constant evolution to meet their 
changing needs.
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2002

Gymbop® integrates music 
and adaptive therapies 
program with physical, 
occupational, and speech/
language therapies 

In the 1990s Pittsburgh’s suburbs grew in 
number and vitality, reducing the need for 
residents to travel into the city for goods  
and services. In response to this migration,  
The Children’s Institute opened convenient 
satellite locations to extend the reach of  the 
unique, child-focused therapies provided at  
the main Squirrel Hill facility. This expansion 
paralleled the health care industry’s trend 
toward an outpatient model of  care delivery. 

2002

The Children’s Institute 
celebrates its  
100th anniversary
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National honors for outstanding adoption 
advocacy from the U.S. Department of  
Health and Human Services in 2004 and the 
U.S. Congress in 2005 capped two decades 
of  local efforts by Project STAR at The 
Children’s Institute. Historically, children 
with developmental disabilities were hard  
to place in permanent, loving homes.  
Project STAR encouraged families to 
welcome those children. Recognizing the 
comfort of  connections to caring birth 
families as well as adoptive ones in children’s 
lives, The Children’s Institute opened  
a cozy Family Visitation Center in 2012.

In 2004, The Children’s Institute became the first facility 
in the region and one of  a handful in the country to offer 
diagnosis and treatment for reflex neurovascular dystrophy 
and related conditions. These chronic pain disorders can 
hinder children and young adults from participating fully 
in life. The Pain Rehabilitation program’s holistic approach 
combined physiological and psychological therapies that 
enabled patients to manage their pain and enjoy everyday 
activities with their friends and families.

2003

David K. Miles named 
President and CEO, leading 
The Children’s Institute 
through a period of 
expansion and growth

2003

The Day School accredited  
by the National Commission 
for the Accreditation of 
Special Education Services

2004

Project STAR receives 
Adoption Excellence Award 
from the Department of 
Health and Human Services 
in Washington D.C.  

2003

Fred Rogers, the beloved 
Pittsburgh creator of “Mister 
Rogers’ Neighborhood,” dies

2003

The Human Genome 
Project, the world’s largest 
collaborative biological 
project, is completed
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2004

The social networking  
website Facebook  
is launched

2009

Wilkins wing renamed 
“McGuinn Family 
Rehabilitation Wing”

2008

Lose the Training Wheels,  
a bike safety camp that gives 
children with special needs 
the thrill of mastering a two-
wheeler, debuts

2008

Barack Obama elected  
as the first African-
American U.S. president

2008

The Pittsburgh Steelers 
win their 6th Super Bowl, 
beating the Arizona 
Cardinals and setting  
the record for most Super 
Bowl wins 

Cranes and bulldozers arrived  
in 2005 as The Children’s Institute 
launched improvements that 
nearly doubled its footprint.  
The 220,000-square-foot expansion 
included space for much-needed 
programs as well as plenty of  
room for play. With strong com-
munity support, the $30 million 
Campaign for an Amazing Future 
funded capital projects, including 
an inpatient rehabilitation  
and outpatient therapy space, an 
expanded Center for Prader-Willi 
Syndrome, and the Nimick  
Family Therapeutic Garden. 

By 2006, families desperately sought new therapies for 
children diagnosed with autism. The Children’s Institute 
took action through innovative education models and 
medical treatment. The Day School opened the Sheila 
and Milton Fine Classrooms for Students with Autism and 
became the only approved private school in Pennsylvania 
to provide training and consultation in applied behavior 
analysis, a successful teaching approach for these 
students. Dr. Scott Faber developed and delivered effective 
interventions for his patients, becoming one of  the most 
prominent developmental pediatricians in the region.
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2011

Clint Hurdle, a national 
spokesman for Prader-
Willi syndrome, named 
Pittsburgh Pirates manager

2012

The Children’s Institute 
becomes one of just  
four pediatric facilities in 
the U.S. to offer Locomotor 
Training therapy

2012

The Children’s Institute’s 
research department 
receives designation  
as an Institutional Review 
Board (IRB)

2011

The dedication of the  
Nimick Family Therapeutic 
Garden adds 10,000 square 
feet of inviting outdoor  
space to campus

2013

Amazing Kids television  
ad campaign honored  
as “Most Memorable in 
Pittsburgh’s History”

2012–2015

The Children’s Institute 
named one of the region’s 
“Best Places to Work” for 
four consecutive years

National media attention from The New York Times Magazine  
in 2015 and the Discovery Health Network in 2010 hailed  
The Center for Prader-Willi Syndrome at The Children’s 
Institute as the world’s only hospital-based treatment 
program for children and adults with this rare genetic 
condition. The coverage raised public awareness of  this life-
threatening syndrome that impacts every facet of  the lives 
of  patients and their families. In addition to its one-of-a-kind 
inpatient treatment program, The Center for Prader-Willi 
Syndrome also provided insights to the medical community 
through major research studies on medication usage, 
swallowing function and choking risks in people with PWS.

21st-century medical advancements enabled 
more and more children to survive serious 
illness and disability. To accommodate 
this promising trend, The Day School 
developed a new curriculum in 2012 to 
help students successfully transition into 
adulthood. The Adult Prep program for 
students age 18 to 21 matched interests 
and abilities with appropriate life options, 
including employment opportunities and 
community involvement. The need was 
so great that the single classroom pilot 
program expanded into five. Teachers and 
therapists at The Day School, embodying 
the organization’s original purpose, helped 
their students grow into young adults with 
lives filled with joy and purpose.
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201

The pediatric Behavioral 
Health Unit opens, 
addressing the psychological 
needs of individuals with 
developmental disabilities

2015

The Day School is named 
one of 30 International 
MOVE® Model Sites for our 
work to help children gain 
independence and dignity

In 1902, Mary Irwin Laughlin and her compassionate group of  friends  
were determined to help children with exceptional challenges in Pittsburgh.  
Over the next four generations, their hopes were realized as those children 
grew into happy, healthy adults who shared their special talents with their 
families and communities. 

In the coming decades, The Children’s Institute will develop and build 
expertise in medical, behavioral, educational and social service areas most 
needed by the population we serve. We will strive to support innovative, 
cost-effective initiatives that respond to real community needs and open  
the door to a future filled with possibility for our children and their families.

No one can predict the future, but it is certain that the next 100 years  
at The Children’s Institute will be filled with brave struggles and miraculous 
achievements, and that we will rejoice with our children and their families  
in each victory, no matter how small or large.
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2013

The Care Coordination 
Program aids families of 
children with complex 
medical conditions to easily 
connect to referrals and 
social services 

2014

The Children’s Institute 
honored as a Center of 
Excellence by Passy-Muir 
Inc. The Passy-Muir® valve 
allows children dependent 
on tracheostomies or 
ventilators to speak and eat



This brief history is dedicated to every person 
who has contributed to the work of  The 
Children’s Institute since its 1902 founding as 
the “Memorial Home for Cripple Children.” 
Some are named here but most are not, and  
it is in great measure those “unsung heroes”— 
the Board members, the staff  members, the 
volunteers, the generous people who have 
offered both moral and financial support, and, 
of  course, the patients and families — who 
have made possible more than a century of  
memories and miracles.

Board Chairs
1902 to 1904 Mrs. William Thaw
1904 to 1915 Mrs. Alexander M. Speer
1915 to 1918 Mrs. James I. Kay
1918 to 1924 Mrs. Henry E. Collins
1924 to 1932 Mrs. Samuel A. McClung
1932 to  1935 Mrs. H. Hughart Laughlin
1935 to 1949 Mrs. James C. Rea
1949 to 1953 Mrs. Lucius W. Robinson, Jr.
1953 to 1957 Mrs. L. Gerald Firth
1957 to 190 Mrs. Robert L. Williamson
190 to 193 Mrs. James M. Houston
193 to 19 Mrs. James Kay Ebbert
19 to 199 Mrs. Thomas H. Nimick, Jr.
199 to 1971 Mrs. William H. Woodwell
1971 to 1974 Mrs. Thomas H. Nimick, Jr.
1974 to 1978 Mrs. James S. Austin, Jr.
1978 to 1980 Mrs. Silas Keehn
1980 to 1983 Mrs. Irving M. J. Kaplan
1983 to 198 Mrs. Joshua C. Whetzel, Jr.
198 to 1989 Mrs. Richard B. Patton
1989 to 1992 Mr. Harry A. Thompson II
1992 to 1995 Mrs. Henry H. Armstong
1995 to 1999 Mr. George C. Greer
1999 to 2003 Mr. Henry C. Cohen
2003 to 2007 Mrs. Ann M. McGuinn
2007 to 2011 Joseph E. Imbriglia, MD
2011 to 2015 Mr. Michael J. Hannon
2015 to present Mr. John K. Thornburgh

We at The Children’s Institute would like to thank 
Cosgrove Communications, Barbara Davis,  
Landesberg Design, Christine H. O’Toole, Maureen 
Schiavo and Debra Whitman for their creative  
efforts in capturing the essence of  our history.
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