
Summer Favorites Return 
      to the National Aviary

The National Aviary salutes summer’s 
arrival with opportunities for you to 
learn, laugh, and fall in love with your 

world.  From the peaceful beauty of butterfl ies 
to sky-high birds of prey, we’ll fi ll your summer 
with new memories!

The return of the summer sun means the opening 
of our popular rooftop theater!  Come up to 
SkyDeck for our electrifying outdoor free-fl ight 
show, Soar! You’ll see birds of prey including 
kites, falcons, and hawks demonstrate airborne 

athletics and hunting skills in a show you can’t 
see anywhere else in the country.

We’re also bringing back our 
magical Butterfl y Garden!  
Many of our members and 
visitors asked, and we listened.  

Take shelter in the fl owering oasis provided 
by our offi cial plant supplier, Best Feeds.  You 
can hand-feed native butterfl y species and get 
tips on how to make your backyard an enticing 
environment for butterfl ies!  

Visit us in July for the long-awaited unveiling of 
the new Tropical Rainforest! Our fl ock will be 
reunited to explore the 15-foot tiered waterfall 
and its three ponds, cacao and coffee trees, 
custom perches, and new rainforest friends.  
The Tropical Rainforest renovation is funded 
by Colcom Foundation and the Allegheny 
Regional Asset District, and is sponsored by 
Allegheny Health Network, Peoples, Trib Total 
Media, and Vitro Architectural Glass (formerly 
PPG Glass). We thank them all for making this 
habitat renewal a reality!  •
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While Andean Condors are threatened in the wild, the species’ future gains hope 
at the National Aviary’s Condor Court.

In March, we were thrilled when the pairing of our Andean Condors, Lianni and Lurch, 
resulted in bonding, courtship, and ultimately an egg. Staff and visitors eagerly awaited 
the fi rst Andean Condor hatching in almost a decade. However, despite Lianni’s keen 
maternal instinct and care throughout the incubation period, the chick did not survive 
the hatching process. While we were saddened by the outcome, we know every 
hatching carries signifi cant risk, and that the potential for hatching Andean Condors 
remains strong at the National Aviary. 

The successful pairing and breeding that took place this year is testament to the National 
Aviary’s expertise with the species.  In addition to fi eld research in Ecuador and a host of 
international partnerships, we participate in the Species Survival Plan® (SSP) for Andean 
Condors.  The SSP population center at Lincoln Park Zoo uses complex statistical models 
to make breeding recommendations that maximize genetic diversity among the 84 Andean 

Continued, page 3

Lianni sits in her nest 
in early May.

Another Meaningful Step Toward 
Preserving Andean Condors
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Explore Costa Rica!Explore Costa Rica!Explore Costa Rica!Explore Costa Rica!Explore Costa Rica!Explore Costa Rica!Explore Costa Rica!Explore Costa Rica!Explore Costa Rica!
with ornithologist Bob Mulvihill 
see page 4 for details

Call for 
Volunteers!
Do you have a passion for nature that 
you want to share with others?  You 
might make a perfect volunteer at the 
National Aviary!  We have a variety 
of roles available and welcome adults 
age 18+ who can commit to a regular 
schedule.  You don’t need to be a 
bird expert either — we’ll teach you 
everything you need to know!

Visit www.aviary.org/volunteers 
to learn more or contact 
Tammy Arnold, Manager of Volunteer 
& Intern Programs, at 412-258-9455. 

The Year of the Bird’s feathery 
fun continues into summer 

with a new theme each month. 

Follow along at #YearoftheBird 
and #BirdYourWorld. Don’t 
forget to #NoticeBirds and 

share your pictures and 
experiences with us! 

Get Tickets at www.showclix.com
see page 4 for more details
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Connecting People to their World, One Experience at a Time 

When someone has a personal experience, it often inspires them in a way that 
traditional learning does not. The National Aviary recognizes the signifi cance of 
fi rsthand knowledge and the impact it makes on learners.  Watching a chick hatch 
through live video feed, discovering wildlife in everyday places, witnessing powerful 
birds of prey aloft in the sky, and exploring the avian life in a foreign land are just 
some of the ways we motivate people to connect to their world.  

Summer is the perfect season for revelation.  Nature’s continual renewal is echoed 
at the National Aviary, where hope for threatened species fl ourishes in our advanced 
breeding programs, hatchlings are nurtured into healthy adults, and animal 
ambassadors captivate visitors. Even our building is renewed as 20,000 square 
feet of original glass panes are replaced with the latest bird-friendly etched glass to 

transform our oldest room into a revitalized sanctuary for tropical species.

We are always seeking new and uplifting ways for visitors to discover their own role in preserving 
nature.  Student programs and summer camps lead children through the extraordinary ecosystems 
of the world and of their own neighborhoods.  International trips provide adult learners the chance 
to see the impact they can have on global conservation efforts.  Opportunities to hand-feed birds, 
butterfl ies, and even a sloth, create memorable connections to the wild world. At the National Aviary 
we strive to help our visitors fi nd inspiration every day.

Your commitment to the National Aviary enables us to offer people of all ages that singular 
experience that sparks a passion for nature in their communities and in far off places that they may 
never see.  This summer, I invite you to visit us to see the progress your support makes possible, and 
to fi nd the experience that is yours alone.  

Sincerely,

Cheryl L. Tracy
Executive Director

From the Director

The National Aviary inspires
respect for nature through 
an appreciation of birds.

Stay Connected
www.aviary.org  |  412-323-7235

Editor:  Robin Weber
Senior Director
Marketing & Community Relations 
Robin.Weber@aviary.org

Twitter: @National_Aviary
Facebook: Facebook.com/NationalAviary
Instagram: @National_Aviary

Groups of 15 or more can register in 
advance to receive admission discounts 
and special packages. Call 412-258-9463 
for group options.

BirdCalls is published for members 
and benefactors of the National Aviary. 
Subscriptions are free with membership.

Nature-Based Learning is Amplifi ed 
as Inaugural Student Classes Return to National Aviary

Successful Student 
Program Expands

The positive impact of the One 
Northside for Every Student 

program inspired us to expand.  
Thanks to a grant from the Jack 
Buncher Foundation, One Aviary for 
Every Student began in 2017 serving 
three schools and nearly 400 students 
from the Hill District and downtown.  
Students journey on habitat discovery 
walks, participate in bird banding 
demonstrations, and explore the 
National Aviary’s exhibits.  •

Aseven-year-old girl from Manchester 
Academic Charter School smiles as 
she talks about the day she and her 

mother watched television in a doctor’s offi ce 
waiting room.  The TV show asked what bird 
can fl y backwards and she yelled out the 
answer.  “I knew right at the top of my head 
it’s the hummingbird, because when I came 
to the Aviary, it taught me all about birds.”

In 2015, the National Aviary became a model 
for student-community engagement through 
a unique program called One Northside for 
Every Student, one of the projects funded by 
The Buhl Foundation to connect Northside 
schools with Northside cultural institutions.  
“I think this program should continue for our 
students in the urban community because, in 
some ways, it’s the only opportunity they’ll 
have to explore wildlife,” says Jackie Davis, a 
teacher at Manchester. 

Since its inception, our program has engaged 
nearly 2,000 second graders from eight 
Northside schools, bringing our experts to 
their schools and inviting the students to 
our facility to be immersed in our exhibits.  
“Helping children to build their academic 
understanding of natural history content is 
what we strive to do, so we are very thrilled 
to have this opportunity,” says Patricia 
O’Neill, Director of Education & Visitor 
Engagement at the National Aviary.

Our inaugural student class is now in fi fth 
grade and has been exploring nature with 
City of Pittsburgh Park Rangers who are 
teaching them about healthy habitats.  This 
class will join current students at the Family 

Showcase, an annual open house that gives 
students a chance to show their families 
what they’ve learned.  We established a 
collaborative relationship with the park 
rangers to deliver a unifi ed message of 
conservation and will host the fi fth grade 
classes each year to amplify the students’ 
passion for learning and protecting their 
environment.

From the very fi rst class, teacher Jackie Davis 
has seen a powerful impact on students.  
“For some of our kids it ignited a passion to 
continue learning and studying about animals 
and birds, which in the long run might lead to 
some potential careers for them.”  •

Condors living in North American zoos.  

The tricky part is whether the matched pair will bond.  
In zoological settings, caretakers must balance SSP 
recommendations with the needs for successful 
bonding, which involves several steps and can take six 
months or more.  Last August, Lianni was introduced 
to Lurch, and within only three weeks, they began 
to bond.  They initiated breeding behavior in late 
February, and soon after, Lianni chose a nesting site 
and laid an egg. 

The disappointing outcome of the recent hatching 
does not at all decrease the chances of future success.  
Condor Court’s favorable breeding environment, the 
strong maternal instincts Lianni has displayed, and 
the bond she shares with Lurch provide an optimistic 
future for our Andean Condor preservation efforts.  •

Andean Condors continued from page 1

Moody Gardens biologist Heather Samper visited 
to learn the behavior and care of this this juvenile 
Eurasian Eagle Owl alongside Cathy Schlott.

Two more of our Eurasian Eagle Owl 
chicks have ventured into the world 
to spread the message that everyone 

has a role in conservation. 

The Eurasian Eagle Owl’s imposing size, 
penetrating orange eyes, and distinctive 
ear tufts captivate audiences and make 
the species an outstanding model to 
represent all owls.

The National Aviary is home to fi ve Eurasian 
Eagle Owls, and the pair of X and Dumbledore 
have hatched fi ve chicks over the past year.  
Our exceptional breeding, care, and training of 
Eurasian Eagle Owls makes us a principal 

resource for zoos across the country including 
Moody Gardens in Galveston Island, Texas, 
and the San Diego Wild Animal Park 
where our two chicks will become animal 
ambassadors.  Last year three chicks 
made new homes at zoos in Virginia, 
Cincinnati, and St. Louis.

“Our owls are in high demand 
among other zoos because of 
our specialized hand-raising 
and training which result in 
excellent ambassador animals,” 
says National Aviary Curator 
of Behavioral Management 
& Education, Cathy Schlott.  •

National Aviary’s Training Skills 
Make Our Owls Exceptional Own a Piece of National Aviary History

In July, you’ll see the Tropical Rainforest in restored glory.  You can celebrate 
the history of the exhibit with a limited-edition heirloom!  Meeghan Triggs, 

artist and owner of Atelier Fused Glass and Mosaics in Lawrenceville, will 
transfi gure the exhibit’s original window panes from 1952 into exquisite glass 
art.  Seven different pieces will be fashioned including bowls, plates, and
trivets ranging in price from $48 to $498.  You can see samples on display 
in the gift shop where you can pre-order to ensure you have a piece of 

history in your home.  

These rare items will be available for purchase 
in May and won’t last long, so be sure to get yours!  •
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Because of overwhelming demand, we’ve added a second tour 
from October 20-31, 2018, that will be led by the National 
Aviary’s own ornithologist Bob Mulvihill. This will be Bob’s third 

expedition to Costa Rica, and he will share his fi rsthand knowledge 
of the country’s birds with you. You’ll explore the Monteverde Cloud 
Forest, cruise on Lake Arenal with views of the famous volcano, visit 
Tortuguero National Park, tour a coffee plantation and catch glimpses 
of macaws, sloths, monkeys, toucans, falcons and other native species 
in their natural habitat. •

Call AAA Travel at 1-800-354-8761 to learn more and to book your spot!  

Experience the Exotic 
Wonders of Costa Rica

September 13, 6 – 10 p.m. 
Join the National Aviary and Say Farewell to Summer 
This event will feature monarch butterfly tagging as part of a citizen science initiative to track 
migration. You’ll enjoy music and refreshments too!  Tickets will go on sale in August.

October 5 – 7 
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary Bus Tour
Join National Aviary ornithologist Bob Mulvihill on this two-night bus tour to Hawk Mountain 
Sanctuary in eastern Pennsylvania where you’ll trek over hiking trails, climb to lofty mountain 
lookouts, and see up to 14 species of mighty raptors. You don’t need to be an experienced birder to 
enjoy this brisk fall adventure, you only need to love the outdoors!

Contact Audrey Beichner for more details: audrey.beichner@aviary.org or 412-258-9463

Save these FALL Dates!

SUMMSUMMSUMMER EVENTSER EVENTSER EVENTS

July 21
6 p.m. VIP Reception
7 p.m. General Admission 
Get out your polka-dots and sunglasses and join us on 
July 21st when the National Aviary becomes a retro beach 
party paradise! Taste your way through over 30 restaurant 
cabanas and quaff signature drinks as you encounter exotic 
birds throughout the night. The environment will be energized 
by island music, hula and fi re dancers, DJ Mike MC, and a 
live performance by The Lava Game.  Be sure to take a tour 
through our exhibits too!   

Purchase tickets at www.showclix.com/event/NIT2018.  

$150 per person VIP
includes valet parking, early admission, full bar, 
VIP bird encounters, and exclusive bar and 
food access.

$85 per person General Admission

JULY 
2018

21+
EVENT

June 17  
Father’s Day BBQ Brunch 
featuring Atria’s 
Two Seatings: 10:30 a.m. | 12:30 p.m.
Celebrate Dad with a special BBQ menu 
prepared by Chef Josef Karst of Atria’s 
catering! Dine in our blooming Rose Garden, 
indulge in cocktails from our cash bar, and 
enjoy visits from some of the National 
Aviary’s birds of prey.

Member Adult: $32, Member Child 4-10: $17 
Adult: $37, Child 4-10: $19.50
Children 3 and under: Free
Includes admission
Call 412-258-9445 to register. Space is 
limited; reservations required. Tickets are 
transferable but not refundable.

IMPORTANT CLOSURE: The National 
Aviary will be closed Saturday, July 21, to 
prepare for Night in the Tropics.

August 16 
Penguins & Pajamas 
5 – 8:30 p.m. 
Come dressed in your favorite pajamas 
and catch a movie with our coolest 
residents, the African Penguins! Explore 
the National Aviary after hours and 
meet some of our penguin colony up 
close. Before you say goodnight, help us 
put the penguins to bed with a story!

$7 members/$15 nonmembers
No registration required

August 18 
Falconry: The Sport of Kings!
10 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Join the National Aviary’s certifi ed falconer, 
Cathy Schlott, to discover the history, practices, 
and theories behind the unique sport of 
falconry. Explore the variety of birds used in 
the sport, meet a Lanner Falcon up close, and 
see an impressive lure fl ying demonstration. 
Become familiar with equipment and regulations 
governing falconry in the United States, and get 
information about becoming a certifi ed falconer.

$50 per person 
(does not include general admission) 
Call 412-258-9445 to register.
Reservations required.

August 19
Vivien’s Rainforest Brunch
featuring Atria’s 
Two Seatings: 10:30 a.m. | 12:30 p.m.
Celebrate the reopening of the new Tropical 
Rainforest with your favorite rainforest creatures 
at brunch exclusively prepared by Atria’s! Dine 
in the National Aviary’s historic Rose Garden 
and enjoy visits from Vivien the two-toed sloth, 
a Spectacled Owl, and colorful macaws. Then, 
explore our lush tropical habitats, including the 
new Tropical Rainforest! 

Member Adult: $32, Member Child 4-10: $17 
Adult: $37, Child 4-10: $19.50
Children 3 and under: Free
Includes admission
Call 412-258-9445 to register. Space is limited; 
reservations required. Tickets are transferable 
but not refundable.

Dog Hair is 
Fur the Birds!
Brushing your dog or cat may not 

be your favorite task, so here’s a 
way to enjoy it.  As long as the 

fur is not treated with 
any chemicals, such 
as fl ea and tick 
shampoo or topical 
treatments, you can 
collect all that fur 

and put it outside in a mesh 
bag or a wire suet feeder cage.  
It makes a cozy nest for your 

backyard birds. As soon as 
they discover it, you’ll 

be surprised by 
how fast the fur 
fl ies away!  •

Executive Director 
Cheryl Tracy and 
her Old English 
Sheepdog, Bentley.
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Brighten your summer with 
a fun Parrot Painting session!
One of our Blue-fronted Amazons will use 
your chosen colors to create an original work 
just for you.  Each of our birds has his own 
brushstroke technique, and you can take a 
picture with the artist! 

Call 412-258-9445 to register.
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Daily Schedule

=  requires additional ticket/fee

 10:30 a.m.  Wetlands Feeding
   Wetlands

 11:00 a.m.  Butterfl y Garden Opens
   Rose Garden

 11:00 a.m.   Amazing Amazon 
    Presented  by 

   Helen M. Schmidt FliteZone™ Theater

 11:30 a.m.  Aracari Feeding
   Helen M. Schmidt FliteZone™ Theatre

 11:30 a.m. - Lorikeet Feeding
 12:00 p.m.  Canary’s Call  Presented by 

 12:00 p.m.  Soar!         
 Weather Permitting  SkyDeck   

 12:30 p.m.  Condor Talk
   Condor Court

 1:00 p.m.  Penguin Feeding
   Penguin Point 

 1:30 p.m.   Amazing Amazon 
   Presented  by 

   Helen M. Schmidt FliteZone™ Theater

 1:30 p.m.  Wetlands Feeding
   Wetlands

 2:00 p.m. - Lorikeet Feeding
 2:30 p.m.  Canary’s Call  Presented by 

 2:30 p.m.  Soar!        
 Weather Permitting  SkyDeck

  3:00 p.m.  Bat Feeding 
   Canary’s Call  Presented by

 3:30 p.m.  Aracari Feeding
   Helen M. Schmidt FliteZone™ Theatre

 4:00 p.m.  Penguin Feeding
   Penguin Point 

 4:00 p.m.  Butterfl y Garden Closes
   Rose Garden

 4:00 p.m. - Lorikeet Feeding
 4:30 p.m.  Canary’s Call  Presented by 
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Baby Sloth Steps
Vivien is almost nine months old, 

and she’s doing what sloths do 
best — sleeping!  When she’s not 
getting her beauty rest, Vivien is 
trying new foods including apples, 
sweet potatoes, and most recently, 
zucchini.  You can stop by to see her 
in the Avian Care Center window or 
book a private encounter with her!  
Call 412-258-9445 to register.  •

HATCHINGS:  Our stately Victoria 
Crowned Pigeon pair have produced 
their fourth chick since last year.   

One of our three pairs of Black-
faced Ibis laid an egg in February, 
and the chick fl edged in late March, 
making the National Aviary the fi rst 
North American zoo to hatch one of 
this species since 1996.  Before our 
breeding program was established 
in 2016 there were only three birds 

in the country, and there are now 
16!  Look for the new chick in the 
Wetlands where you may see him 
playing around in the water at the 
fl amingo beach. 

ACQUISITIONS:  A female 
Scaly-sided Merganser joins the 
male and female in the Wetlands.  
Like most waterfowl, the merganser 
tends to live in groups. •

Hatchings & Acquisitions
Black-faced 
Ibis pair 
and chick

Female 
Scaly-sided 
MerganserVictoria Crowned 

Pigeon

Since Wyatt Herschell was a toddler, he’s 
been transfi xed by penguins.  When 
his family became members two years 

ago, Wyatt was thrilled by the immersive 
experience of Penguin Point. Then something 
happened that transformed him from a 
penguin admirer to a penguin advocate.

“It all started with the Penguin Encounter,” 
Wyatt’s mom Cheri explains.  Seeing a penguin 
up close for the fi rst time was a dream for him.  
When it came time to decide where to hold 
Wyatt’s birthday, there was only one option — 
the National Aviary!  

While planning the September event Wyatt 
said, “Mummy, the Aviary says that African 
Penguins are endangered.  Do you think my 

friends can give money to help penguins 
instead of giving me birthday presents?”  
So the little boy with the big heart made 
a $400 donation at his penguin-themed 
birthday party!

Wyatt is attending the Aviary Summer 
Adventure Camp in July and is already 
planning for his 9th birthday at the National 
Aviary.  As you may have guessed, instead 
of gifts the young philanthropist has opted 
for donations to save the endangered 
African Penguin.

Cheri believes that Wyatt’s Penguin Encounter 
was the catalyst that fueled her son’s 
commitment to philanthropy.  “That 
moment will stay with him forever.”  •

One Penguin Made All the Difference

Senior Aviculturist Jennifer Haverty, head of the 
National Aviary’s breeding center, traveled to Saipan 

in April to assist in the collection and translocation of 
the critically endangered Golden White-eye and Rufous 
Fantail. “This trip was especially important to me because 
I deal with Golden White-eyes every day in our breeding 
center,” Jennifer says. “Seeing them in their native habitat 
intensifi ed the passion I have for my work.”

The Marianas Avifauna Conservation (MAC) Project 
is an international collaboration of participating 
Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) zoos 

and government organizations established in 2004 
to conserve bird species of the South Pacifi c islands 
threatened by the invasive brown tree snake. 

The MAC Project is just one example of the many 
ways our talented staff further conservation efforts 
throughout the world while bringing critical knowledge 
and skills back home to the National Aviary.

You can read about Jennifer’s participation 
in this vital conservation project at 
www.aviary.org/visiting-saipan. •

From Pacifi c Islands to Pittsburgh
National Aviary Aviculturist Brings Knowledge Home

It is with sorrow that we announce 
the passing of Happy the African 

Penguin. He was diagnosed with an 
aggressive form of pneumonia in 
December and despite 
expert medical care, he 
did not respond to 
treatment.  Happy will 
be remembered for his 
friendly nature and 
enthusiasm as an 
educational 
ambassador for 
his species.  •

Goodbye, Happy Gentlemen’s Night Out Hits All-Time High!
In February, National Aviary Board President Michael Mascaro, Executive Vice President 

at Mascaro Construction, hosted the 21st annual Gentlemen’s Night Out at the PNC 
Champions Club at Heinz Field.  Nearly 200 guests were in attendance, raising over 
$182,000 for the National Aviary — almost double the amount raised at last year’s event!  
Thank you for your generosity, Mike!  •

LEFT:  National Aviary Executive Director Cheryl Tracy and Board Chairman Michael Mascaro. 
RIGHT:  Stephen Seftchick, Dan Onorato, and Dave Hall. 

Thank you to the following individual supporters who made donations of $500+ in the past 12 months. Your generosity 
helps fund the care of our animals. To be a part of our Donor Society, contact Ted.Bartlett@aviary.org or 412-258-9433.

MARTIAL EAGLE
 $2,500+
 Carol Adams
Anonymous (2)
Jennifer and Keith Bertetto
Donald and Gloria Casey
Marc-Andre and Veronique Fleury
Patrick and Alice Loughney
Estate of Jennie Moehlmann
Brian and Sandra Moroney
James and Susan Ralston
Elizabeth Spence
S. Adam and Lauren Sufrin
Kathleen and Louis Testoni

SNOWY OWL 
$1,000-$2,499
 Anonymous
Harold Balk, Esq. 
   and Dr. Ingrid Wecht

DONOR SOCIETY

The National Aviary values each 
of our donors and has made every 
attempt to accurately recognize every 
one. If you see an error or omission, 
please accept our apologies and 
contact Ted.Bartlett@aviary.org 
or 412-258-9433.  

List as of 4-11-18

Josh and Jacklyn Banyas
Dr. and Mrs. Anthony Bledsoe
Maris A. Bondi
Richard Caruso
Dr. Douglas Corkum, Betty Flora, 
    and Family
Andrea DiMartini
Donna and Robert DiMilia
Patricia Dodge, Esq.
Susan and Christopher Farrell
Michael J. and Eileen Flinn
Michael P. and Lisa Hart
Jonas and Janis Johnson
Thomas and Christine Kobus
Sheila Bair and Mike Kosh
Sandy and Robert Lumish
Gregory and Mary Marchetti
Michael and Libby Mascaro
Josh and Lesley McElhattan
Perry and Megan Myers

Nagy Nagiub
Judith Nocito, Esq.
Bud and Clare Nye
Barbara Sanford
Curtis Scaife
James and Luanne Shock
Mr. and Mrs. James Stalder
Caroline and Matt Stromberg
Nancy Tuma

SCARLET MACAW 
$500-$999
 Timothy and Titina Adams
Anonymous (2)
Steven Belle
Bryan C. Brantley
Catherine and Alan Caponi
Maryanne and Thomas Debies
Jane and Michael Dixon
John and Barbara Fox

William and Natalie Freyvogel
Nanette Spence and Jeffrey Geiger
Timothy and Joan Goetz
Dr. Susan Hoppe 
   and Dr. Michael Goodhart
John and Suzanne Graf
Laurie Graham
John and Christine Horty
Robert H. Hudson
Kate St. John
Steven and Helen Kashmer
Patrick and Helen Kinlan
Jeff Klamut
James E. and Cathy Lehman
Elsa Limbach
Paula Lockhart
Maureen and Tom Madden
Thea and Lauren Martin
Blaine and Virginia McKinley
Madeline Miles

John and Ashley Miller
Robert and Susan Obenour
Shirley Olander
Laura Palermo
Amy and Sean Sebastian
Thomas and Ellen Smith
Dr. Jason and Liz Thomas
Lauren Schneider and Dean Thompson
Cheryl and Rick Tracy
Christine Wackowski
Thomas and Barbara Wiley
Yarone S. and Tiffany Zober

Senior Aviculturist, 
Jennifer Haverty.
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W  e fi nally know the genders of our African 
Penguin chicks hatched in December! 
Because gender can’t be distinguished 

visually in the species, DNA testing is necessary, 
and what better way to announce the news 
than at a gender reveal party on World Penguin 
Day?  On April 25, guests including Jane Dixon, 
National Aviary board of trustees member and 
board treasurer, representatives from Peoples, 
and National Aviary visitors came together to 
celebrate. Two penguin-themed cakes donated 
by Cake It Easy were cut revealing pink and 
blue icing inside, and then the names chosen 
by National Aviary staff and friends were 
announced: the male is DJ and the female is 
Sunshine!  Jane Dixon and her 
family chose the name Sunshine, 
saying, “Penguins bring so much 
happiness to so many people, we 
thought the name was perfect!”  
The day also marked the juvenile 

penguins’ offi cial introduction into the colony 
of adult African Penguins that make their 
home in Penguin Point. Be sure 
to stop by to see them 
waddle and splash!  •

It’s a Girl ...and a Boy!

Wyatt helps to feed penguins with 
Senior Aviculturist, Chris Gaus.

Jane Dixon, 
her son Grant, 
and Sunshine.


